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practical occupations in the school has become widely recognised.
There has been a great improvement in the standard of school
textbooks, and the importance of visual means of presentation is
now acknowledged. The danger, some think, is that the pendulum
may have swung too far in the direction of freedom and activity,
so as to be detrimental to sound discipline and the acquirement of
the fundamentals of knowledge. All agree, however, that the
development of physical training and games, and the work of the
School Medical Service, have resulted m a generation of healthier,
cleanlier, better-nourished, and better-clothed children. To gain
the full benefit of these developments, classes will have to be much
smaller than in years past. Although the absurdly large classes
common in the 19th century are seldom seen, there are still many
cases in which numbers present an insuperable obstacle to the
employment of the individual methods advocated by modern
educationists.